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Increased public perception 

News coverage about child maltreatment, abuse and neglect 
 Evolution of a public debate 
          illustrates phases of the discussion about child-welfare 
 Shift of status and worth of children 



Definitions and frequency of sexual abuse 

• criminological definitions 

• Number of recorded cases vs.number of unreported cases 

• Definitions concerning the act 
• Criminal acts in the penal code (StGB) 

• Social science definitions 

• Age difference as operationalization of imbalance of 
power 

• Clinical definitions 

• ICD 10 

• DSM V 

• Questionnaires about potenially traumatic events and 
traumatic stress 
• CTQ  

• UCLA 

• Frequency depends on definition! 

• Frequency depends on sample ! 



Abuse scandal 2010 



Available Data of the Independent Commissioner 
until 31st of October 2011 

 

• Telephonic contact point 

– more than 20,000 calls 

– analysable data sets N= 5,179 

 

• Letters and e-mails to the Independent Commissioner 

- about 3,000 letters and e-mails 

– analysable data sets N=1,575 

 
 

• Total sample 
– analysable data sets N=6,754 



Campaign „Sprechen hilft“ 



Impact of campaign and final report on the number 
of callers 

Number of calls per day since the beginning of the 
telephonic contact point: 

start of the campaign 
21.09.2010 
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Victims: Context of the abuse (N = 3,231) 
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 Research Project „Hilfetelefon“ 2015 - 2017 

• Accompanying research process will start again 

 

• Increasing data quality: 
–  periodic trainings for experts answering the calls 

–  periodic feedback about data quality 

–  periodic analyses of documented information and publication of the  
 results 

– new documentation pattern with increased usability 

 

• New concept of data capturing and structuring of 
conversations: 

– callers will be interviewed using standardized instruments (e.g. 
childhood trauma questionnaire) 
 national and international comparisons 

– core issues with political or scientific relevance 
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